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Ontario’s COVID-19 vaccine 
plan is helping to stop 
the spread and save lives. 
Thousands of people across 
the province are getting 
vaccinated every day.
As vaccinations continue, we need to stay 
the course to protect those we love. Wear a 
mask. Wash your hands. Keep your distance.

Find out when, where and how to get 
vaccinated at ontario.ca/covidvaccineplan 
or call 1-888-999-6488 for assistance in more 
than 300 languages.

By Julia Galt

When it comes to mental health, 
young Canadians know the importance 
of  prevention, treatment, and support 
better than anyone.  

The Newmarket-King-Vaughan vol-
unteers of  youth-led activist group Fu-
ture Majority hosted a virtual confer-
ence May 6, discussing the importance 
of  cross-partisan prioritization of  men-
tal health.

Members were joined by Ann Raney, 
former Green Party candidate for King-
Vaughan, and Future Majority coali-
tion partners Fedor Kim of  YR Events 
and Peter Bradstreet, Swimming Head 
Coach at Brock University. Deb Schul-
te, Liberal MP for King-Vaughan, was 
scheduled to attend but dropped out 
due to a prior commitment.

“Now, more than ever, Canadians, 
and particularly young Canadians like 
me, are experiencing increased mental 
health challenges and are looking for 
support,” said Future Majority mem-
ber Meghan Vaszko, 18. “Over the last 
month, teams across the country have 
been meeting with our local represen-
tatives from all parties to share our sto-
ries and discuss our hopes for mental 
health care.”

Future Majority urged an “unprec-
edented act of  solidarity across politi-
cal party lines”, asking politicians to 
pledge support for accessible mental 
health care in a cross-partisan letter. 
Schulte and Raney announced their 
commitment to action, while Future 
Majority reported promising talks 
with Progressive Conservative King-
Vaughan MPP Stephen Lecce and mem-
bers of  the NDP.

“Although we may disagree about 
the best path forward to address this 
pressing problem, we all agree mental 
health is a priority. In the short term, 
we need to invest in mental health sup-
ports. And in the long term, we need 
to address the systemic reasons for 

negative mental health outcomes and 
make its solutions accessible to those in 
need,” read the letter. “In this moment 
of  political polarization, we need to put 
aside political differences and recog-
nize our common humanity by locking 
arms in the common cause for improv-
ing access to mental health care for all 
Canadians.”

To hammer home the importance of  
prioritizing mental health care, local 
teens discussed their own struggles 
dealing with COVID-19 this past year.

“What I’d like to bring up today is 
the lack of  motivation and willingness 
that has been brought upon me and 
many others during the pandemic,” 
said Amaan Yousuf, 15. “And, alongside 
this, an utmost meaningless lifestyle 
where days float past each other with-
out any gain or enjoyment.”

“Personally, as a student that’s start-
ing university and a varsity swimmer, 
the pandemic has made it quite diffi-
cult to swim at school, to see friends 
and family, and, of  course, to study in 
class,” said Vaszko. “This all has been 
difficult and has taken a toll on my 
mental health and my friends and fami-
ly’s mental health.”

Raney and Bradstreet both spoke to 
the pressure young adults face today.

“Having spent most of  my life work-
ing with young people, I understand the 
situation that a lot of  you have gone 
through. The pandemic has made ev-
erything so much worse,” said Brad-
street. “I have two daughters and I see 
the toll it takes on them daily. I see 
the issues I have to deal with my ath-
letes, not having places to turn. Mental 
health always been an important issue, 
and the last year has made it more im-
portant.”

“I think everyone is depressed at 
least once in their life. Depression and 
anxiety, I think, are greater in the youth 
today than they should be,” said Raney. 
“All of  us in society need to do the best 
we can.”

Local teens urge action
on mental health issues

By Mark Pavilons
Editor

Families of  victims of  Ukrainian 
Flight 752, shot down by Iranian forces 
in January 2020, received some justice 
last week.

Ontario Superior Court Justice Ed-
ward Belobaba ruled the missile attack 
was deliberate, and further, it consti-
tuted an act of  terrorism that would in-
validate Iran’s immunity against civil 
litigation.

The State Immunity Act protects for-
eign states from legal claims, but the 
Justice for Victims of  Terrorism Act 
provides an exception in cases where 
the losses are caused by terrorist activ-
ity, the ruling said.

More than 100 of  the 176 people killed 
in the plane crash had ties to Canada, 
including 55 Canadian citizens and 30 
permanent residents.

The lawsuit was filed last year by four 
people whose loved ones were killed in 
the attack.

One was Nobleton’s Shahin Mogh-
addam, who lost his wife, Shakiba, and 
their son Rossitin.

He’s been lobbying the government 
and pushing for justice, through the As-
sociation of  Families of  Flight PS752 
Victims.

Justice Belobaba relied on expert 
reviews and reports on Iran’s Final 
Report, all of  which refute their argu-
ments of  human error or technical fail-
ure.

He wrote that the missile attacks 
were intentional; there was no armed 
conflict in the region, and the plaintiffs 
established this was, in fact, an act of  
terrorism.

Justice Belobaba, in this default 
judgement, said it was fair to award 
the plaintiffs legal costs of  just over 
$150,000.

The lawyers representing the fami-
lies said the decision came with “mixed 
emotions.”

While delighted with the outcome, 
they are all”infinitely sad” that this 
case had to begin in the first place.

There are two parts to the case, ex-
plained Mark Arnold, of  Bay Street 
firm Gardiner Miller Arnold. The first 
part was establishing liability, which 
meant proving it was an intentional, 
terrorist act. Justice Belobaba agreed 
they met that burden. Arnold said Be-
lobaba was absolutely in his right to 
make such bold statements.

The suit names a number of  defen-
dants, including the Islamic Republic 
of  Iran and the Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps.

Iran was served with the claim 

through Global Affairs Canada in Sep-
tember, but failed to file a statement of  
defence and was found in default in De-
cember.

“The plaintiffs have established that 
the shooting down of  Flight 752 by the 
defendants was an act of  terrorism and 
constitutes ‘terrorist activity’ under 
the SIA, the JVTA and the provisions 
of  the Criminal Code,” Belobaba wrote.

Arnold noted Justice Belobaba will 
remain the presiding judge over the 
next phase of  the case, which involves 
damages. Arnold is asking for a six-per-
son jury to preside over the matter. 
He noted since the loss was felt by the 
greater community, members of  the 
community should play a role in deter-
mining damages.

The hearing will be precedent-set-
ting and it will also be a defining mo-
ment for the families and solicitors.

Preliminary reports released by Ira-
nian authorities last year pointed to an 
air-defence operator who they said mis-
took the Boeing 737-800 for an Ameri-
can cruise missile.

Iran’s civil aviation body released 
a final report earlier this year that 
blamed “human error” for the firing of  
the missiles but named no one respon-
sible.

“As the Ontario Superior Court con-
firmed, the Iranian regime committed 
an intentional act of  terrorism. Iran 
is a state sponsor of  terror who must 
be held to account for the murder of  
killing 176 innocent lives. Residents of  
King and Vaughan tragically lost their 
loved ones, including Mr. Moghadd-
am, who lost his son and wife. It is for 
them and all victims that we expect ac-
countability and justice for those most 
heinous crime against civilians,” said 
King-Vaughan MPP Stephen Lecce.

Iran’s foreign ministry responded to 
the verdict, saying it was unsubstanti-
ated.

“This verdict has no basis and does 
not consist of  any objective reasoning,” 
said the statement. “This behaviour of  
the Canadian judge, by following orders 
and political cliches, is shameful for a 
country which claims to follow the rule 
of  law.”

“Now that a legal precedent has been 
set in the Canadian judiciary system 
that Iran’s destruction of  PS752 was 
an intentional act of  state orchestrated 
terrorism, it will be highly damaging 
to Canada’s credibility on the world 
stage if  Canada does not proceed to the 
International Criminal Court to hold 
Iran accountable for Crimes Against 
Humanity,” said Schomberg’s PS752 
investigator Andre Milne, of  Unicorn 
Aerospace.

Court rules shooting down of Flight
752 was an intentional terrorist act


