
By Julia Galt

A Maple family is urgently seeking 
the public’s help to fi nd a stem cell do-
nor for their young daughter.

Three-year-old Leia Luna Fallico was 
diagnosed with Dyskeratosis Congen-
tia, a rare genetic blood disorder that 
causes bone marrow failure, in Febru-
ary 2021.

The only cure to Dyskeratosis Con-
gentia is a stem cell transplant. Without 
this, nearly 80% of  patients will devel-
op bone marrow failure, the condition’s 
leading cause of  mortality. Leia’s blood 
levels continue to drop, hastening the 
need to fi nd her a match. 

Because of  Leia’s mixed ethnicity, 
fi nding a donor has been extremely 
diffi cult. Only 3.5% of  Canadian Blood 
Services’ Stem Cell Registry is made up 
of  people of  mixed descent. 

Leia’s mother, Shonna Fallico, is of  
Middle Eastern and Irish descent. Her 
father, Marco Fallico, is Italian. As 
such, Leia’s best chance for a bone mar-
row match will be someone of  Europe-
an and/or Persian descent.

The family urges anyone between 
the ages of  17-35 to join the stem cell 
registry online at blood.ca/match4leia. 
You will be mailed a free and simple 
self-swabbing kit for your cheek, which 
can then be shipped back.

Over 800 Canadians just like Leia are 
currently waiting for their lifesaving 
match.

“We’re trying to reach the person 
that can help her,” said Lidia Fallico, 
Leia’s aunt. “We’re also trying to create 

awareness of  the issue. For someone of  
a mixed ethnicity, it’s hard to get the 
treatment that’s available to other peo-
ple.”

Despite her condition, which has 
caused some developmental delays, Leia 
remains “happy and full of  life”.  She 
enjoys dancing, swimming, and being 
outdoors with her family and friends, 
and has remained “funny and feisty” 
throughout years of  pre-and-post-diag-
nosis hospitalization, genetic testing, 
and therapy.

To cover the costs associated with 
swab kits, therapy sessions for Leia, 
and, hopefully soon, her transplant 
surgery, the Fallico family has set up 
a GoFundMe (www.gofundme.com/f/
journey-with-leia).

Excess funds will be donated to 
Sick Kids Hospital, where Dr. Yigal 
Dror, Leia’s doctor and head of  the 
Bone Marrow Failure and Myelodys-
plasia Program, will use them to fund 
two key clinical trial studies related 
to treating and curing Dyskeratosis 
Congentia.

“With Leia, we went from some bal-
ance issues, to a genetic condition, to 
boom, she needs a bone marrow trans-
plant,” said Fallico. “It’s all very new. 
We had never even heard of  Dyskerato-
sis Congentia before.”

The Fallico family can be contacted 
on their Facebook and Instagram pag-
es, both called Journey With Leia.

“The more attention, the better. 
Share, share, share,” said Fallico. “And 
register. If  it’s not helping Leia, it’s 
helping someone.”

 Maple girl is urgently
seeking stem cell donor

 LSRCA launches new online complaints form
In response to a tripling of  complaints so far this year over last year, Lake Sim-

coe Region Conservation Authority has implemented an online enforcement com-
plaint form (see link further down). The new online form makes it easier for resi-
dents to register a complaint if  they think activities are being carried out in areas 
regulated by the Authority, without approvals.

“The dramatic increase in complaints over last year (90 received so far this year 
compared to 30 at the same time last year) required us to fi nd a better way to 
manage the complaints,” explained Ashlea Brown, director of  enforcement and 
Regulations for the Authority. “The new form reduces the amount of  time it usu-
ally takes our staff  to collect information, giving them more time to evaluate and 
investigate. The form also provides another avenue for residents to submit their 
complaint.”

Residents who think that activities are being carried out in a regulated area 
without approvals can submit their complaint online – day or night. Information 
about who made the submission is kept strictly confi dential and not shared with 
anyone outside the investigation team.

Just as the Authority protects the privacy of  citizens who submit the com-
plaints, they also do not provide investigation updates.

“Basically, once a complaint is submitted, there’s no further need to reach out 
to us,” says Ashlea. If  we need to, we’ll follow up with the complainants.”

Ashlea reminds residents that resolution times can vary widely.
“Most of  the time, we fi nd that people are willing to work with us, especially 

once they realize the potential negative impacts of  their actions. Of  course, there 
are always exceptions. In cases where we may have to issue violation notices, the 
process can take much longer.”

 To register a complaint, residents can go to: https://www.lsrca.on.ca/permits/
enforcement

LSRCA’s mission is to work with our community to protect and restore the 
Lake Simcoe watershed by leading research, policy and action.
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Happy National Italian 
Heritage Month!

As a Member of Parliament, I am honoured  
to represent Italian-Canadians and was  
proud to have my Private Member’s Bill 
passed unanimously in Parliament to declare  
June as National Italian Heritage Month
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5000 The best thing about King
is its people!


